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The World Aquaculture Society’s Student Activities Committee (WAS SAC) is 
composed of students and other WAS members dedicated to providing students with beneficial 
professional development opportunities during conferences and throughout the year. During 
WAS and annual meetings of the Chapters, the SAC organizes special workshops and seminars, 
provides complimentary roommate services, hosts student socials, provides helpful student 
information packets, and rewards students for excellence in publishing (abstract/travel awards) 
and presentations (oral and poster).  

 
The SAC is chaired by Christopher Green (cgreen@agcenter.lsu.edu).  Other members include: 
Bill Daniels (daniewh@auburn.edu), Albert Choi (skchoi@cheju.ac.kr), Kevin Fitzsimmons 
(kevfitz@ag.arizona.edu), Matt Dimaggio (mdimaggi@ufl.edu) serves as the USAS student 
Liaison, and Mark Oliver (aquaculturesupportservices@gmail.com) serves as APC Liaison and 
APC Student Director.  
 
Student awards for World Aquaculture 2011 

Abstract, poster, and oral presentation judging at the 2011 meeting in Natal, Brazil was 
coordinated by WAS SAC. Winners of the three WAS student Best Abstract/Travel Award were 
presented with their awards at the meeting.  Winners of the best student oral and poster awards 
were notified shortly after the meeting and were featured in a two page article on their research 
achievements in the September issue of World Aquaculture.  The greater number of pages to 
highlight these awards puts students in the focus better than in previous years.Winners of the best 
oral and poster awards include:  
 
Best Oral Presentations 
1st  
Miguel Mies, University of São Paulo, Brazil 
Succesful spawning and a possible solution for broodstock mortality in giant clams: A 
neurotransmitter injection through the byssal orifice.  
 
2nd  
Renato Kitagima, Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology, Japan 
Digestion of transgenic soybean DNA and dietary DNA tracking in common carp Cyprinus 
carpio 
 
Best Posters 
1st  
 Carlo Lazado, University of Nordland, Norway 
 Circadian periodicity of the molecular clock in Atlantic cod and its implications in precocious 
sexual maturation 
 
2nd 
Sharifah Rahmah, Kinki University, Japan  



Photoperiod and feeding schedule influenced growth, cannibalism, and survival of Bagrid catfish 
Mystus nemurus 
 We were able to provide two rooms for WAS students through a room lottery.  There was 
a large number of people entered to receive these rooms and were able to designate 4 females 
and 4 males for each of the two rooms.  Unfortunately, I was told that these rooms were located 
approximately one mile from the conference center and concerns were raised as to the ability for 
these students to travel safely to and from the meeting.  This situation was, I believe, unique to 
this conference and I do not believe that we will have future problems similar to this.     
 

During WAS 2011 held a special session on Student Careers. This special session was 
organized by WAS members Noel Novelo and Vanessa Maxwell and was well attended by 
students and young professionals. The invited speakers covered a wide range of student centered 
topics and included:  

 
Dr. Bill Daniels, Associate Professor, Auburn University, "Graduating and 
Assistantships" 
 
Dr. James Tidwell, Professor/Chair Division of Aquaculture, Kentucky State University, 
"The Evolution of Aquaculture Education at Kentucky State University, Adoption of 
New Technologies.” 
 
Dr. Chris Green, Assistant Professor of Aquaculture, Louisiana State University, 
“Grantsmanship: The good, the bad, and the ugly” 
  
Dr. Catarina Isabel de Matos Martins, CCMAR - Centro de Ciências do Mar, 
Universidade do Algarve, Portugal, Topic: "Presentation skills" 

 
AQUA 2012 
 Preparations are underway for student awards and other opportunities for students at the 
upcoming meeting in Prague in September.  Updates for deadlines for these opportunities have 
been submitted to the WAS SAC website and the WAS SAC will be sending email reminders 
through the WAS home office encouraging WAS students to submit and participate in this joint 
meeting between WAS and ESA.  Opportunities for rooms through a lottery process and student 
worker positions will be detailed as we near the summer. 

 
WAS Student Spotlight Award 

Recently the USAS incorporated a short presentation from each Abstract/Travel Award 
in to the plenary session at Aquaculture America 2011 in New Orleans.  The audience was then 
able to provide evaluation and judge each of the three presenters.  This approach was well 
received and allowed USAS board members to mentor these students prior to their presentations 
during the plenary session.  The WAS SAC has detailed a plan for the formation of a similar 
award at WAS meeting, such as AQUA 2012 in Prague.   Due to the complexity of the AQUA 
2012 meeting and its integration of two large societies (WAS and ESA) we were unable to get 
this award implemented at this year’s meeting.  We fully plan to coordinate with the steering 
committee of next year’s Aquaculture 2013 meeting to create a joint WAS and USAS Spotlight 
award for this meeting.   

 


